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the purpose of arousing public opinion against perfidious
Albion. It was thanks to the diplomacy of the Western
powers, and to an even greater extent to her own enlightened
self-interest, that on November nth and isth Belgium
announced that in the event of an invasion she would fight
at the side of Holland, thus opening the way for Allied
assistance to the Low Countries.
The plan for a minor war therefore had to be abandoned.
Instead a major war had to be undertaken, and this neces-
sarily demanded several months' preparation. The first
step was the invasion of Denmark and Norway, to secure
the eastern seaboard of the North Sea and to protect
northern Germany from a British counter-offensive. The
incidental acquisition of Danish food supplies and Nor-
wegian minerals was of secondary importance, for Germany's
internal situation, grave economic and financial difficulties,
and above all the prospect of America's entry on the side
of the Allies, made it imperative for Hitler to end the war,
cone way or the other', by the beginning of October 1940.
The success of Hitler's Scandinavian venture was a serious
setback for Britain, and enabled him exactly one month later
to deliver his next blow, the invasion of Holland and
Belgium. Fourteen days after the opening of this gigantic
offensive German tanks had reached Boulogne, driving a
wedge between the Allied armies and bringing the south
coast of England within the range of German guns. From
the bases thus gained in April and May, Hitler unquestion-
ably plans to launch a direct and indirect attack upon
Britain.
In this situation the attitude of the German people is a
crucial factor. Since 1933 no fewer than two million men
and women have been cast into prisons and concentration
camps, and thousands more murdered in cold blood. For
nearly seven years the German opposition has been left alone
to carry on its struggle against Hitler, while the statesmen
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